MODERN TRAVEL

splendour, extent, and astonishing beauty of the
place, scan the measurements of Vincent, then
turn to the sumptuous tomes of Fournereau and
Porcher, spread out the hundred plates, and bow
the knee converted*

Still, in spite of all this literature and investiga-
tion, there is much mystery veiling the history of
Angkor which Orientalists have been unable to
penetrate. These Kmers were half Hindus, and
derived, one might think, their architectural
inspirations from Hindu sources. In many
respects the designs of Prea-thong and his de-
scendants are identical with those of Hindustan.
Yet there are some essential characteristics, the
arch and vaulted roof, for instance, which are not
traceable to Aryan models. The Kmers owed
nothing to China, nor could they have been
inspired by the Khomen, the original inhabitants
of the land. What then is the origin of these
traits ? And how are we to account for the extra-
ordinary analogies that Fournereau has traced
between the Kmer and the Egyptian temples
and the Kmer and Assyrian sculpture and bas-
reliefs ? That is a secret which the stones of
Angkor have not revealed.

Angkor has played me the same trick as it did
Mouhot It has lured me into rhodomontades.
I can only babble incoherently of its charm. I
have not attempted to describe its architecture.
And this is not because I cannot see the shrine
and remember, as I think, every stone and curve
of it, but because I would have no joy in the task,
even if I could succeed. To me the appeal of the
place is purely emotional; I have fallen under
the spell and wish others to feel its intensity.
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